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Quality vehicles; economy and compact cars, 
intermediate and four-wheel drives with air conditioning. 
Attractive daily & weekly rates. 

Free hotel pick up & drop off. 

Courteous on-time service. 

Offices at: 

5:00 am to 11:00 pm 
8:00 am to 8:00 pm 
8:00 am to 6:00 pm 
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E-mail: budge fa ruba © seta met.aw - www.budgetaruba.com 


"AN INDEPENDENTLY OWNED AND OPERATED BUDGET SYSTEM LICENSEE" 


Netanyahu reiterates 
objection to Iran 
nuclear arms 



JERUSALEM (AFP) - Prime 
Minister Benjamin Ne¬ 
tanyahu reiterated on Thurs¬ 
day that Israel will not 
tolerate a nuclear-armed Iran, 
after returning from White 
House talks centred on 
Tehran's nuclear programme. 

"We cannot accept that 
Iran has nuclear weapons be¬ 
cause that would represent a 
danger to the existence of our 
country," the premier said in 
an interview on private Chan¬ 
nel 10 television. 

"We have the right, but 
also the duty to defend our¬ 
selves." 

Western powers and Israel 
believe that Tehran's nuclear 
programme is aimed at ac¬ 
quiring an atomic bomb, but 
Iran insists its activities are 
peaceful. 

Asked if he were prepared 
to let international sanctions 


against Iran work before at¬ 
tacking Iran, he replied: "I 
don’t operate with a stop 
watch in my hand." 

"We would be very happy 
if everything were resolved in 
a peaceful fashion, if Iran re¬ 
nounced its nuclear pro¬ 
gramme, dismantled its 
installations, especially in 
Qoms, and stopped enriching 
uranium," he said. 

"If the sanctions work, all 
the better, but we don't know." 

Netanyahu, who met with 
President Barack Obama on 
Monday and Secretary of 
State Hillary Clinton on 
Tuesday, put the world on no¬ 
tice that his patience was 
wearing thin and that, if nec¬ 
essary, he would launch uni¬ 
lateral strikes. 

The Obama administration 
says it does not believe Iran 
has taken a decision to develop 
a nuclear weapon, or that the 
time is right for military ac¬ 
tion, preferring to give biting 
new sanctions time to work. 

But Israel claims the Is¬ 
lamic Republic may be on the 
cusp of "breakout" capability 
— when it could quickly build 
a nuclear weapon. 


“Connecting Girls-lnspiring Futures” 

Aruba celebrates the “gentle” 
gender on International 
Women’s Day 



Minister Michelle Hooyboer-Winklaar opens the 
conference 


“Today is about celebrating 
all we have accomplished 
and achieved, so far,” 
Aruba’s Minister of Social & 
Economic Affairs and Cul¬ 
ture, Michelle Hooyboer- 
Winklaar told the audience of 
more than 600 who came to 
attend a full day of lectures 
and panel discussions at 
Aruba’s Women’s Day Con¬ 
ference in the Renaissance 
Convention Center, to ob¬ 
serve International Women’s 
Day 2012, “then we can rec¬ 
ognize the areas in which we 
still have some way to go.” 

The first of seven women 
speakers for March 8, Minis¬ 
ter Hoeyboer-Winklaar then 
elaborated on both topics. 
Her presentation outlined 
where Aruban women stand 
within their society, and the 
advancements and setbacks 
they have faced, much of it 
based on information from 
the Central Bureau of Statis¬ 
tics and records from her 
ministries. 

Some encouraging facts: 
Aruban women outnumber 
men in attending the higher 
levels of education-57 
women to 47 men, as of 
2010, however the numbers 
obtaining diplomas are nearly 
equal, with men edging out 


women by 1. Between the 
years 2000 and 2010, when 


an island and world wide 
census took place, life ex¬ 
pectancy for woman in¬ 
creased, for men as well, the 
gap between increased be¬ 
came great in that time 
though, with women living 
six years longer, on the aver¬ 
age. 

In regards to economic 
participation, there has been 
a marked increase of women 
entering the workforce, with 
a drastic change from 1960, 
when only 26.7% of the fe¬ 
male population was working 
to 60.5% in 2010, with many 
advancing to extremely high 
positions never before attain¬ 
able. 

Continue on pg 2 



Former PM Emily de Jongh-Elhage, Doina Eman and 
Lainda Kemp Westerhof parliamentarian 
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Cool Casino 

Located within The RIU Palace Aruba 
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This voucher will he exchanged for $10 promotional slot ticket at the Host desk 
"For New Members only" 
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hours-Serving 
12:00pm to 110:001* 
phone number 586-3904 - ^ seven 

o\use ner days 

* a week. 


®^EWed in 


$2.00 Salashi - bottled or 10 oz draft 
with the purchase of ANY sandwich! 
MENTION THIS AT TIME Of ORDER! 


THE VILLAGE PLAZA 


^■delivery in hotel area for orders over sSO.OQr 


Burgers, Fries.. A 


Aruba celebrates the “gentle” gender on International Women’s Day 

Continued from pg 1 



CEDEHM staff 



Minister Michelle Hooyboer 
Winklaar and Evelyn Wever 
Croes 

However, there is a persistent 
discrepancy in the “equal 
work, equal pay” concept and 
studies have shown men 
making as much as 700 Aru- 
bian florins ($400) per month 
more than women who per¬ 
form equivalent work. 

It appears Aruban women 
also have to deal with the 
sexualization of their self- 
image, often exploited in ad¬ 
vertising and media and in 


the society, some¬ 
times from a very 
young age. Anec¬ 
dotal information in¬ 
dicates possible 
substance abuse also 
interfering with the 
ability to cope or ad¬ 
vance, this the stress 
caused by women 
taking on too many 
responsibilities: wor¬ 
king, parenting, and 
community con¬ 
tributing; Minister Hooyboer- 
Winklaar indicted much more 
research is needed to accu¬ 
rately assess this situation. 
Social Services reported that 
of those coming to their of¬ 
fices for helping 2011, and 
overview reveals 28% were 
men and 72% women. “This 
could just indicate that 
women are better at asking 
for help than men,” she 
pointed out, “it requires far 
more research to fully under¬ 
stand its meaning.” 



"Where Everyone is Welcome " 


Management reserves the right to discontinue this promotion at any time. 




hirst Lady uoina tman ana 
Dr. Jean Houston 

Finalizing her presenta¬ 
tion, she suggested various 
methods for improvement, 
foremost relating to the 
theme of this year’s Interna¬ 
tional Women’s Day, “Edu¬ 
cating Girls-Inspiring 

Futures,” but she also re¬ 
minded the audience it is not 
only for females “we have to 
educate boys and enlist men 
in the program as well, to 
make it work.” 

Another area in which 
Aruba has been lacking fe¬ 
male participation and equal¬ 
ity is politics; the first woman 
in Aruban politics was Laura 
Wernet-Paskel in 1949. As of 
the last elections in 2009, 
there has been a marked clos¬ 
ing of the gap between male 
and female parliamentarians, 
but still, Minister Hooyboer- 
Winklaar is only the 5th 
woman to head a ministry out 
of the 6 elections conducted 
since Aruba achieved elec¬ 
toral autonomy. 

On that note, the following 
speaker was particularly sig¬ 
nificant. Prime Minister 
Emily de Jongh-Elhage was 
the last Prime Minister of the 
Netherlands Antilles from 26 
March 2006 until their disso¬ 
lution on 10 October 2010. 
She is now a member of the 
Council of Women World 
Leaders, an International net¬ 
work of current and former 
women presidents and prime 


Minister with Rebecca Roos 

ministers whose mission is to 
mobilize the highest-level 
women leaders globally for 
collective action on issues of 
critical importance to women 
and equitable development 
and is leader of the Party for 
the Restructured Antilles. 

The morning session was 
punctuated by the short film 
“By Her Hand” by Rebecca 
Roos, the first woman on 
Aruba to establish a major 
documentary production com¬ 
pany. The film profiles Aruban 
women who are dynamic role 
models for young island 
women, in a variety of roles, 
such as President of the Cen¬ 
tral Bank of Aruba, Jane 
Semeleer, artist and commu¬ 
nity activist Giolina Hen- 
riquez, and Esther 
Offringa-Williams, mother of 
world-champion windsurfer 
Sarah-Quita Offringa, who left 
her work to support her chil¬ 
dren in their pursuit of success. 

Other speakers for the day 
included Beth Brooks, Global 


and Women of In Her Hand 

Vice-Chair of Ernst & Young, 
principal sponsors of the con¬ 
ference, motivational speak¬ 
ers Crystal Andrus and singer 
Natalie Hughes, and in the af¬ 
ternoon, Keynote Speaker, 
Dr. Jean Houston, considered 
one of the foremost visionary 
thinkers and doers of our 
time and one of the principal 
founders of the Human Po¬ 
tential Movement. 

The conference ends today 
at the YMCA in the Dakota 
section of Oranjestad begin¬ 
ning at 9:00 PM. It is special 
program conducted by 
CEDEHM, sponsored by The 
Women’s Club of Aruba, in 
which they will be launching 
a Domestic Violence Interac¬ 
tive workshop. CEDEHM, an 
organization which assists 
women with counseling, job 
training and other services, is 
celebrating their founding 
one year prior, which marked 
Aruba’s observation of Inter¬ 
national Women’s Day 2011. 

Rosalie Klein 


come, 

stay with m! 

A well situated, quiet 
apartment complex 
consisfing of 12 luxury 
apartments. 

Please check us out at 
www.d ekeym u bo, com 
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LOCATED WITHIN THE RIU PALACE HOTEL 

J.E. IRAUSQUIN BLVD. 79 PALM BEACH - PH. 297 - 528 0993 EXT. 981 


STARTS .from 7,:30 pm 


Good News from AVIANCA 

700 additional seats from 
Bogota! 


This week Aruba was pleased 
to receive the good news 
from AVIANCA airlines, that 
they are confirming an addi¬ 
tional 700 airline seats per 
month from Bogota to 
Aruba! 

This actually means 150 
additional seats per week! 
This is made possible due to 
the fact that they recently 
changed the type of aircraft 
they were flying. The A319 
aircraft has been replaced by 
a A320 aircraft which has 
more seating capacity. This 
change has been in effect 
since last month February. 
Five times per week they will 
fly the A320 and twice 
weekly the A319 carrier. 


Last Wednesday the gov¬ 
ernment met with AVIANCA 
executives and ATA to dis¬ 
cuss various matters of com¬ 
mon interest. In this meeting 
it was obvious, according to 
observers, that this airline has 
great confidence in Aruba. 

Present at this encounter 
with AVIANCA were Adri¬ 
ana Hurtado, Director of 
Route Planning for 
AVIANCA; AVIANCA Sta¬ 
tion Manager in Aruba, 
Avelino Contreras; Director 
of ATA Latin America; Sanju 
Daryanani, CMO of ATA; 
Maria Victoria Galan of ATA 
Colombia; Ana Ostrower of 
ATA Brasil and Marcos 
Sydor of ATA Argentine. 


Wrestle Mania XXVIII now on Cable Digital PPV 


SEROE BLANCO - Aruba 
Telecommunication com¬ 
pany, SETAR N.V., an¬ 
nounces to its Cable Digital 
clients, particularly Wrestling 
fans, they now can watch the 
year’s biggest event, the 
Wrestle Mania XXVII, via 
Pay Per View (PPV). 

Wrestle Mania XXVIII can 
be viewed on Digital Cable 
channel 113. Clients can order 
their PPV via telephone 525- 
1700. SETAR Cable Services 
will include the Wrestle 
Mania XXVIII fee in the 
monthly Cable billing. 

“Wrestle Mania” was in¬ 
troduced in 1985 and became 
a tremendous success. Today 
the WWF is the biggest an¬ 
nual event ever in the world 
of wrestling. Star fighters 
such as The Undertaker, Hulk 
Hogan, Bret Hart, Shawn 



Michaels and Steve Austin 
were at some time all fea¬ 
tured in this event. 

Wrestle Mania XXVIII is 
the forthcoming twenty- 
eighth annual Wrestle Mania 
professional wrestling pay- 
per-view (PPV) event pro¬ 
duced by WWE. It is 
scheduled to take place on 
April 1,2012 at Sun Life Sta¬ 
dium in Miami Gardens, 
Florida. 

The main event heading 
into Wrestle Mania XXVIII 


will feature, for the seventh 
consecutive year, ex-cham- 
pion Duane Johnson, The 
Rock going up against World 
heavyweight ex-champion 
John Cena 

The other four bouts on 
program include: 

Daniel Bryan vs. 
Sheamus, Singles match for 
the World Heavyweight 
Championship; 

CM Punk vs. Chris 
Jericho, Singles match for the 
WWE Championship; 

The Undertaker vs. 
Triple H, Hell in a Cell 
match; 

Cody Rhodes vs. 
Big Show, Singles match for 
the WWE Intercontinental 
Championship. 

For more information, 
readers may call at tel. 525- 
1700 or visit the website 
www.setar.aw 
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Paseo Herencia Mall. Store C-14. Aruba 
Phone: (297)5860300 
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"Open till late 

4j“ HOUSE OF JAPAN *AIso for take-out 

Taste our unique and healthy sushi. With a big variety of rolls on our menu. Try also our "Hot Specialties" Tel: 5866765 

South Beach Center 55. 


ZoiA, a stunning new day spa, unveiled at the 
Hyatt Regency Resort & Casino 



A toast to the new Zoia Day spa 


Hyatt Regency Resort & 
Casino has added on “Spa” to 
the end of their name, and 
rightly so, as what a spa it is. 
$5 million in renovations and 
attention to detail is evident 
in every aspect of the facility, 
located just right of the main 
reception desk, including 
their choice of featuring a 


of such facilities on Aruba, 
which is luxurious, com¬ 
prised of 8 treatment rooms, 
including 2 couple rooms, 
one with its own 2-person 
whirlpool bath and private 
terrace overlooking the sea. 
Many have private bath¬ 
rooms for patrons taking 
lengthy treatments, so one 



private terraces to relax and commune with nature 


special line of Dinah Veeris 
skin and body care products 
which incorporate many of 
the natural, healing herbs and 
plants indigenous to the 
Caribbean. “ZoiA” is derived 
from a Papiamento word 
meaning “balance,” or 
“poise.” 

Spa Director Karen 
Cofino is a veteran manager 


does not need to leave the 
tranquil environment of the 
treatment room. The com¬ 
munity relaxation room al¬ 
lows for socializing and is 
stocked with complimentary 
beverages, healthy snacks of 
nuts and dried fruits, and will 
offer muffins and other 
freshly baked treats during 
the day. 



Karen show private shower for after body scrubs (L), whirlpool bath for two 


ZoiA deploys a number of 
well-known lines from the 
U.S. and Europe, Naturo- 
pathica and Kerstin Florian, 
but they are particularly 
proud of the Dinah Veeris 
custom-designed all-natural 
treatments based on the four 
key Caribbean elements, sun, 
sand, sea and love. These ad¬ 
dress the various aspects for 
which patrons indulge in a 
spa, and are also color-keyed 
to the Aruban flag in yellow, 
white, blue and red. The en¬ 
ergizing ‘sun’ treatment is 
yellow, the white ‘sand’ is 
purity, the blue ‘sea’ provides 
serenity and relaxations and 
the ‘red,’ signifying love, de¬ 
votion and commitment, in¬ 
fuses a sense of well-being. 

Dinah Veeris, based out of 
Curacao, has been a pioneer 
in the production and promo¬ 
tion of treatments incorporat¬ 
ing locally grown 


ingredients, such as aloe, cal¬ 
endula, datu, kalbas and other 
lesser known plants which 
have been reliable, traditional 


remedies for centuries. They 
have also taken the natural 
theme through to their decor, 
which uses recyled materials 
in the flooring, mirror frames 
and artwork. 

“The new spa will offer an 
idyllic location for serenity 


and tranquility,” commented 
Hyatt General Manager, Fred 
Hoffman, when welcoming 
island media for a tour during 


the official opening. “We are 
excited to introduce current 
and future guest to our new 
ZoiA concept.” 

Open from 8:00 AM to 
8:00 PM daily, the luxurious 
ZoiA Spa offers a full menu 
of individual treatments and 
packages dedicated to pam¬ 
pering the body and restoring 
the spirit as well salon serv¬ 
ices, and make-up specialists 
for brides. Contact them at 
586-1234 to reserve a treat¬ 
ment; take a virtual tour an 
peruse their list of services at: 
http://aruba.hyatt.com/hyatt/ 
pure/ spas/about/features .j sp 

Rosalie Klein 



Exclusive line of Dinah Veerah holistic treatments 



Island media in the relaxation room 
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Aruba beaches to get 
expensive facelift! 


T ‘ i 


All necessary facilities 
will be placed at these 
beaches, while at the beach 
near Havana they will build a 
ramp to lower boats. 

There will be an invest¬ 
ment of 6 million Florins for 
the 5 beaches from the FDA 
funds. An additional 1 mil¬ 
lion Florins will be dedicated 
to a Life Guard project for 
Baby Beach as well as sing 
posts and solar lighting, and 
waste baskets. This extra 
money will come from the 
TPEF fund. 

Hence, the total invest¬ 
ment in the upgrading and 
beautification of our beaches 
will amount to 7 million 
Florins. This, according to 
the Minister of Tourism, will 
definitely improve the local 
and visitor experience at our 
beaches and improve the 
quality of our tourism facili¬ 
ties, our Aruba Product. 


The Council of Ministers has 
recently approved spending 6 
million Florins from the FDA 
coffers to upgrade 5 of our 
beaches. Initially the inten¬ 
tion was to upgrade 3 of our 
beaches. However, the Minis¬ 
ter of Tourism, together with 
FDA, the Department of Eco¬ 
nomic Affairs, DOW and the 
Tourism Enhancement Fund 
(TPEF), decided to include 2 
more beaches to be upgraded. 

Very soon a Public Tender 
will be issued for improving 
the facilities at the beaches 
for the benefit of both our 
local citizens and our visitors. 
The initial 3 beaches that 
were approved for upgrading 
were Arashi, Baby Beach and 
Mangel Halto. The beach at 
Zeewijk, in San Nicolaas and 
the beach above Havana have 
been added, making it 5 
beaches that will be upgraded 
and made more attractive for 
everyone. 







LAST FOREVER 





Slewing, silver charms from 525 

PANDORA" store 




Raseo Herencia 
Noord, Aruba 


PANDORA* 


TEL: 297.586.5625 


UNFORGETTABLE MOMENTS 


| Boolchand’s 

Digital ooooo 


BOOLCHAHO'S 

D'ORLAHN 


Havenstraat #25 
Oranjestad, Aruba 
TEL: 297.583.0147 
FAX: 297.582.6440 


The Jewelry Center 
90-92 LG Smith Blvd. 

Oranjestad, Aruba 

TEL: 297.582.9544 • FAX: 297. 582.9664 UJPaLhhi. 7,LrtT,»T Md Pam Prvdrt* » C ?iiii k-rtf. LUC ■ PAhDORA.NET 






Bucuti & Tara Beach Resort hosts the Renewal Ceremony 

of Jayna and David 


After 20 years of marriage, Jayna and David Shelton, from 
Phoenix Arizona, say “I Still Do!” to each other on Bucuti’s 
powder-white beaches. 

The vow renewal ceremony was performed by Diane 
Keijzer, who has been in contact with the couple for weeks, 
personalizing their special vows. 

On the afternoon of the ceremony, the couple actually 
started to feel a little nervous. To Jayna it felt like they were 
getting married again for the first time. A quick trip to the 
beach bar and chatting with the officiant and planner seem 

to do the trick, and moments 
later, Jayna and David 
were ready to once 
again walk down the 
aisle, this time to¬ 
gether hand in hand. 

David and Jayna met when David just moved to Memphis, Tennessee. 
David placed an ad in the newspaper, looking to meet someone who en¬ 
joys pets and travel. Jayna’s best and luckily influential friend Jill told her 
she should answer to David’s ad. They met for drinks, fell in love and 
one year later the couple was married. 

When the opportunity for a business trip to Aruba came along, David 
chose to extend his stay with a few days of relaxation and romance and 
stayed in one of Bucuti’s award-winning Superior rooms. 

Jayna and David currently live in Arizona with their beloved dog they 
named Memphis. 

Photos by Diane Keijzer 
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Bring this ad to receive a free orange juice 




Located at: 
Playa Linda 
Beach Resort 
Tel. 586 4046 

Breakfast Monday thru Saturday 8 - n AM 


Le Petit Cafe 


$ 9.95 


u Eggs (fried , scrambled or poached) 
with bacon , and link sausage, 
potatoes • toast and coffee or tea . 


va/ld pr&>to£i<y*ia/ of¥*r& or cLouf>or>s 

-Vo 


Carly Bird Special 
Le Petit Cafe 


Sfone Can'll BeJtaorant 4 Bar €very Day fro** 5~? p 



Dinner Salad 
or 

Soup of the day 


Lemon Chicken Breast 

or 

Petit Filet Mignon 

or 

Filet of Grouper 


Ice Cream 

Chocolate 

or 

Vanilla 


All served with French Fries or Baked Potato on our famous HOT Stone 


va/id o/* <^ow!^vx5 

//<=> Sd/vicz*. C^y. 
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International News 

Syria's deputy oil minister 
resigns, joins revolt 


US designates 
Argentina as major 
money laundering 
country 


DAMASCUS (AFP) - Syria’s 
deputy oil minister resigned on 
Thursday to join an anti¬ 
regime revolt, as UN-Arab 
League envoy Kofi Annan 
urged more diplomacy rather 
than militarisation to end the 
crisis in Syria. 

Activists said they feared an 
assault on villages in the Jabal 
al-Zawiya hill district in the 
northwest, where rebels have 
been active, similar to the one 
that devastated the Baba Amr 
neighbourhood of Homs. 

A child was among eight 
people killed in violence 
across the country, said the 
Syrian Observatory for 



Villa Doqrtje Pre-school 
and After School Child 
Care, welcomes 
pre-schoolers from 2-4 yrs« 
& children 4 -12 yrs. The 
After School Child Care 
includes a warm meal. 

If you are looking for your 
child to be in a safe, 
pleasant, creative and 
educational 
environment VILLA 
DOORTJE is the right 
choice! 

Drop in for an introduction 
from Mom - Fri. 4 pm - 7 pm 
Register NOW and receive 
your inscription fee FREE! 
Tank! Leendert 135-N, Villa 
Dorada - tel: 7411892 
E mai l: villadoortj e(S? gm ail.com 
/ FBook 

“ Together we will learn ” 


Human Rights, which this 
week put the number of people 
killed since the uprising began 
a year ago at almost 8,500. 

Abdo Hussameddin, who 
took his bachelor’s degree in 
battered Homs, announced his 
resignation in a video posted 
by activists on YouTube. 

”1, the engineer Abdo Hus¬ 
sameddin, the deputy oil min¬ 
ister ... announce my defection 
from the regime and my resig¬ 
nation,””! am joining the rev¬ 
olution of the people who 
reject injustice and the brutal 
campaign of the regime, which 
is seeking to crush the people’s 
demand for freedom and dig¬ 
nity,” he added. 

The defection was wel¬ 
comed by Syrian opposition 
leader Burhan Ghalioun, who 
told AFP he expects more gov¬ 
ernment officials and politi¬ 
cians to do the same. 

Washington cautiously wel¬ 
comed the news, with State 
Department spokeswoman 
Victoria Nuland saying ”it 
would be very good news,” 


adding that the United States 
could not authenticate the 
YouTube video 

Former UN chief Annan 
told reporters in Cairo he had 
urged "the Syrian opposition 
to come together to work with 
us to find a solution that will 
respect the aspirations of the 
Syrian people.” 

He also warned against fur¬ 
ther militarisation of the crisis, 
amid a groundswell of interna¬ 
tional support for arming the 
rebels. The mostly army de¬ 
fectors who make up the Free 
Syrian Army are heavily out¬ 
gunned by the regime forces 
they are battling in a number 
of flashpoint areas. 

Annan, who is head to 
Damascus on Saturday, 
warned of "the possible impact 
of Syria on the region if there 
is any miscalculation.” 

After he spoke, Britain an¬ 
nounced it was following the 
United States in considering 
providing "non-lethal” help to 
rebel groups. 


WASHINGTON (AFP) - Ar¬ 
gentina, Curacao and St 
Maarten have been designated 
as ’’major money laundering 
countries,” a State Department 
report said Thursday, moving 
them up a notch on a money 
laundering watchlist. 

The annual International 
Narcotics Control Strategy re¬ 
port moved Argentina and the 
two Caribbean island entities 
to the list of ’’jurisdictions of 
primary concern” from the 
less acute ’’jurisdictions of 
concern” category. 

Argentina, Curacao and St 
Maarten join a wide-ranging 
list of 66 countries that in¬ 
cludes Afghanistan, Australia, 
Brazil, the Cayman Islands, 
China, Japan, Russia, the 
United Kingdom, the United 
States, Uruguay, and Zim¬ 
babwe. 

The report said the three 
have become ’’major money 
laundering countries,” or 
those "whose financial institu¬ 
tions engage in currency 
transactions involving signif¬ 
icant amounts of proceeds 
from international narcotics 
trafficking.” 

As in the previous reports, 
the March 2012 report has 
been sent to Congress, State 
Department officials said. 

"Argentine and interna¬ 
tional observers express the 


concern that money launder¬ 
ing related to narcotics traf¬ 
ficking, corruption, 

contraband, and tax evasion 
occurs throughout the finan¬ 
cial system,” the report said. 

"It is also believed that 
most money laundering oper¬ 
ations in Argentina are con¬ 
ducted through transactions 
involving specific offshore 
centers,” it said. 

In 2010, Curacao became a 
new autonomous country 
within the Netherlands, it said. 
The same year, St Maarten be¬ 
came an autonomous entity 
within the Netherlands. 

"Curacao is a regional fi¬ 
nancial center and a transship¬ 
ment point for drugs from 
South America bound for the 
United States and Europe. 
Money laundering is prima¬ 
rily related to proceeds from 
illegal narcotics,” it said. 

"The combating of drug 
trafficking is an ongoing con¬ 
cern for St. Maarten. Money 
laundering is primarily related 
to proceeds from illegal nar¬ 
cotics,” the report said. 

"Bulk cash smuggling and 
trade based money laundering 
may be a problem due to the 
close proximity of other 
Caribbean islands and the 
French part of the island, Saint 
Martin, which is a free trade 
zone,” it added 



NIGERIA, - : This handout video grab released by the 
Nouakchott Information Agency (ANI) and obtained by 
AFP on December 6, 2011 reportedly shows a kidnapped 
British national Chris McManus surrounded by three al¬ 
leged masked and armed members of an Al Qaeda-linked 
Nigerian group at an unidentified location on an un¬ 
known date. McManus and Italian colleague Franco Lam- 
olinar taken hostage in northern Nigeria were apparently 
killed by their captors before they could be rescued in a 
military operation yesterday, Britain's prime minister 
said. AFP/Photo 



- 
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Tanki Leendert 122 * Tel: 582-3838 


Cuba blames US for impasse over Americas' summit 


Libyan 
premier 
wants US 
help on 
Kadhafi 
backers 

WASHINGTON (AFP) - 
Libya’s interim Prime Minister 
Abdel Rahim al-Kib on Thurs¬ 
day appealed for US help to 
get the ’’remnants” of the Kad¬ 
hafi regime and finally bring to 
an end what he called the "war 
of liberation.” 

Kib appeared to suggest he 
wanted members of the ousted 
regime of slain dictator 
Moamer Kadhafi handed over 
for justice. 

But a senior US State De¬ 
partment official told reporters 
later that the Libyans are ask¬ 
ing Washington to persuade 
countries harboring Kadhafi 
family members to prevent 
them from spouting rhetoric 
challenging the new govern¬ 
ment. 

Saadi Kadhafi, one of Kad- 
hafi's sons, told Al-Arabiya tel¬ 
evision from Niger last month 
that a nationwide rebellion is 
brewing against the country’s 
new rulers as he vowed to re¬ 
turn to his homeland. 

Kadhafi's daughter Aisha 
angered her Algerian hosts in 
November when she called for 
the overthrow of Libya's in¬ 
terim government. 

"After we get those rem¬ 
nants of the past regime, it will 
be over,” Kib said, referring to 
what he called "the war of lib¬ 
eration.” 

He said the US private sec¬ 
tor can help rebuild the country 
while he promised to continue 
the country's transition to 
democracy. 

Clinton praised the progress 
made by the interim rulers who 
replaced Kadhafi after he was 
overthrown in August follow¬ 
ing a six-month armed rebel¬ 
lion that left thousands dead 
and ended 42 years of iron- 
fisted rule. 

Kib and US officials mean¬ 
while played down concerns 
that Libya would split into 
western and eastern halves. 


New Chevrolet 


Every day feels like Friday 


finance available via 


Arubabau 


ICMB 


YEARS 


CAR CARE 


YEARS 


FULL 


WARRANTS 


FREE SERVICE 


TANK OF GAS 


PACKAGE 


Want a test-drive? It can be arranged. Call us 


| Chevrolet Aruba 
wvuvu.sterngm.com 


HAVANA (AFP) - Cuba on 
Thursday denounced US op¬ 
position to its attendance at 
next month's Summit of the 
Americas gathering, and 
thanked host country Colom¬ 
bia for its efforts seeking a 
breakthrough that might have 
allowed it to take part. 

Havana's Foreign Minister 
Bruno Rodriguez, upon learn¬ 
ing that talks here had failed to 
reach "consensus,” said he in¬ 


terpreted the statement to 
mean that Washington contin¬ 
ues to adamantly oppose 
Cuba's participation at the 
meeting. 

"We all understand that 
consensus in this case means 
approval from Washington,” 
Rodriguez told reporters. 

Colombian President Juan 
Manuel Santos, whose country 
is to host the meeting, traveled 
here for talks to resolve the 


dispute. 

He left Wednesday express¬ 
ing regret at not having been 
able to reach an agreement of 
the participants that would 
have resolved the impasse. 

Colombia's Foreign Minis¬ 
ter Maria Angela Holguin 
meanwhile told reporters in 
Bogota Thursday that the issue 
of Cuba's participation in fu¬ 
ture Summit of the Americas 
gatherings would be placed on 


the agenda for discussion at 
the upcoming meeting, cur¬ 
rently scheduled for April 14- 
15 in Cartagena. 

The Summit of the Ameri¬ 
cas is an event closely linked 
to the Washington-based Or¬ 
ganization of American States 
(OAS), a group that expelled 
Cuba in 1962. 

The talks here this week 
were aimed at dissuading left¬ 
ist countries from boycotting 


the regional meeting, amid 
controversy over whether 
Communist-ruled Cuba should 
be invited to the event. 

In February, the leftist pres¬ 
ident of Ecuador, Rafael Cor¬ 
rea, called for leftist Latin 
American nations belonging to 
the ALBA, a Venezuelan- 
backed regional group, to boy¬ 
cott the Summit of the 
Americas if Cuba is not in¬ 
vited. 
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Health & Living 


US Army suicides rose 80% after 
start of Iraq War: study 



Death-row Inmates 
main source of organs 
in China: report 


(AFP) - The number of sui¬ 
cides in the US Army rose by 
80 percent after the United 
States launched the war on 
Iraq, American military doc¬ 
tors reported on Thursday. 

From 1977 to 2003, the tally 
of army suicides had trended 
slightly downwards, and was 
far below civilian rates. 

But it started to curve up¬ 
wards in 2004, the year after 
the US-led invasion, according 
to their analysis, published in 
the British journal Injury Pre¬ 
vention. 

In 2008, 140 army person¬ 
nel committed suicide, a figure 
80 percent higher than in 2004 
when measured in ’’person- 
years," a benchmark used by 
health experts, and much 
higher than in civilian society, 
it found. 

"This increase, unprece¬ 
dented in over 30 years of US 
Army records, suggests that 30 
percent of suicides that oc¬ 
curred in 2008 may be associ¬ 
ated with post-2003 events 
following the major commit¬ 


ment of troops to Iraq, in addi¬ 
tion to the ongoing operations 
in Afghanistan," says the 
paper. 

Those who died were over¬ 
whelmingly male, young, 
white, in the lower military 
ranks and likelier to have had 
a history of depression and 
other mental disorders. 

The rise mirrored an in¬ 
crease in consultations and 
hospitalisation for mental 
health. From 2003, these rates 
nearly doubled. 

"The 2008 rate indicates 
that more than one-fifth of all 
active-duty soldiers had an 
ambulatory [walk-in] visit for 
a mental health disorder, im¬ 
plying a prevalent public 
health problem," warns the 
study. 

In 2008, nearly a third of the 
suicides occurred among 
troops who had never de¬ 
ployed, which highlights the 
need to provide counselling for 
young soldiers facing pre¬ 
combat stress, it adds. 

The study was headed by 


Michelle Canham-Chervak of 
the US Army Public Health 
Command, using information 
from the Army Behavioral In¬ 
tegrated Data Environment. 

This is a data bank that com¬ 
bines several national military 
sources, including details 
about medical consultations, 
diagnoses and treatment. 

The study dissected the fig¬ 
ures for 2007 and 2008, and 
compared these with previous 
years. 

It did not include other 
branches of the US military, 
nor did it examine trends after 
President Barack Obama's de¬ 
cision to pull out of Iraq, an 
operation that concluded last 
December. 

1,000 women 
a day die in 
childbirth, 
says MSF 

GENEVA(AFP) - About 
1000 women die each day in 
childbirth or from preventa¬ 
ble complications related to 
pregnancy, humanitarian 
group Medecins Sans Fron- 
tieres (Doctors Without Bor¬ 
ders) said Thursday. 

"Worldwide, at any time, 
15 percent of pregnancies 
incur the risk of a potential 
fatal complication," said Kara 
Blackburn, responsible for 
women's health at MSF in a 
statement to mark Interna¬ 
tional Women's Day. 

"Women must have access 
to quality obstetric care, 
whether they live in Sydney, 
Port-au-Prince or Mo¬ 
gadishu," said Blackburn. 

She said that access should 
be the same whether at a 
modern hospital in a major 
city, in a conflict zone, a 
refugee camp or in a shelter 
after an earthquake. 

A report entitled "Maternal 
mortality: a preventable cri¬ 
sis", published in Geneva, 
shows how MSF emergency 
obstetric care provided in hu¬ 
manitarian crisis situations 
can save lives. 

The organization believes 
the solution lies in imple¬ 
menting programmes, espe¬ 
cially regarding obstetric 
complications, the training of 
specialised personnel and ac¬ 
cess to appropriate medical 
equipment. 

MSF provides obstetric 
care in nearly 30 countries. 


BEIJING (AFP) - Executed 
prisoners were still the main 
source of organs used in trans¬ 
plant operations in China due 
to the lack of voluntary dona¬ 
tions, a top health official was 
quoted saying this week. 

China has long vowed to re¬ 
duce its reliance on death-row 
inmates for organs, but high 
demand and a chronic short¬ 
age of donations meant they 
remained a key source, the 
Legal Daily quoted Vice 
Health Minister Huang Jiefu 
as saying. 

Huang reportedly made the 
remarks on the sidelines of the 
country's annual parliamentary 
session in Beijing where about 
3,000 delegates from across 
the country have gathered for 
10 days of meetings. 

China banned the trade in 
human organs in 2007 and two 
years later began rolling out a 
nationwide donation system, 
but demand for organ trans¬ 
plants still far exceeds supply 
in the country of 1.3 billion 
people. 

About 10,000 transplants 
are carried out annually, but an 
estimated 1.3 million people 
are waiting for transplants, 
state media said previously, 
opening the door to the illegal 
sale of organs and forced do¬ 
nations. 


The Chinese Medical Asso¬ 
ciation, an official body repre¬ 
senting doctors, said in 2007 
that China would no longer 
transplant organs from exe¬ 
cuted prisoners except for their 
immediate relatives, earlier re¬ 
ports said. 

In 2009 Huang said the 
rights of death-row inmates 
were respected and written 
consent from prisoners was re¬ 
quired before their organs 
could be harvested, the China 
Daily said at the time. 

But Huang admitted that 
executed prisoners were "def¬ 
initely not a proper source for 
organ transplants". 

International human rights 
groups have long accused 
China of harvesting organs 
from executed prisoners for 
transplant without the consent 
of the prisoner or their family 
— charges the government has 
denied. 

Amnesty International 
China researcher Sarah 
Schafer said Huang's latest 
comments suggested "nothing 
much has changed". 

"We feel that this lack of 
progress is quite chilling," 
Schafer told AFP. "There's no 
way a prisoner facing execu¬ 
tion can give meaningful con¬ 
sent." 


Health Tip: 

When Your Child Cries at Night 

— Though it's tempting for parents to run to their child at the 
slightest cry during the night, experts say that's not always the 
best reaction. 

The American Academy of 
Pediatrics offers these sug¬ 
gestions for when your child 
cries at bedtime: 

•Wait a few minutes before 
responding; if the crying 
continues, wait longer each 
time before you respond to 
the cries. 

•Offer reassurance that 
you're there, but don't play, linger or turn on a light if you do 
enter the room. 

•Each time you enter the room, stay a little farther from the 
bed; eventually, reassure your child without entering the room. 
•When your child calls for you, offer a gentle reminder that it's 
time to go to sleep. 
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Sci-Tech 



This NASA image released March 8, 2012, taken in ultra¬ 
violet, visible and red light by Hubble's Wide Field Cam¬ 
era 3, spans about 100 light-years. The nebula is close 
enough to Earth that Hubble can resolve individual stars, 
giving astronomers important information about the 
stars' birth and evolution. This massive, young stellar 
grouping, called R136, is only a few million years old and 
resides in the 30 Doradus Nebula, a turbulent star-birth 
region in the Large Magellanic Cloud, a satellite galaxy 
of the Milky Way. There is no known star-forming region 
in the Milky Way Galaxy as large or as prolific as 30 Do¬ 
radus.Many of the diamond-like icy blue stars are among 
the most massive stars known. Several of them are 100 
times more massive than our sun. These hefty stars are 
destined to pop off, like a string of firecrackers, as su¬ 
pernovas in a few million years.These observations were 
taken October 20-27, 2009. The blue color is light from 
the hottest, most massive stars; the green from the glow 
of oxygen; the red from fluorescing hydrogen. 

AFP PHOTO 


^r) landoor 

^ the Xhtchan (jtlll koala 

Lunch Buffet 

Saturday - Sunday 

12:00 - 3 p.m. Dinner 

Monday - Sunday 
6:00-11:00 p.m 

Palm Beach Center - Palm Beach Aruba - Tel: 5860944 



This March 8, 2012 NASA 
Solar and Heliospheric 
Observatory (SOHO) 
shows giant sunspots 
AR1429(Upper-L) and 
AR1430(Upper-R) on the 
face of the Sun. Sunspot 
region (AR1429) un¬ 
leashed an X5 class flare 
(the second largest of 
this solar cycle) late on 
March 6, 2012. The bright 
flash of the flare (along 
with several smaller 
flashes) was associated 
with a large coronal mass 
ejection (CME). Simula¬ 
tions by NASA Goddard 
Space Flight Center's 
Space Weather Labora¬ 
tory indicate that the 
leading edge of the CME 
will reach Earth at about 
2012-03-08 06:25 UT 

(plus minus 7 hours) and 
might cause a severe/ex¬ 
treme geomagnetic 
storm. AFP PHOTO 



Actor Alan Alda sponsors 
'fiery 1 science contest 


WASHINGTON AFP) - 
American actor Alan Alda re¬ 
members the disappointment 
of being 11 and asking a 
teacher about the flame at the 
end of a candle, only to be 
brushed off with the answer: 
"It’s oxidation.” 

So decades later, the 
celebrity who rose to fame on 
the 1970s-80s television series 
M*A*S*H has launched an 
international science contest 
to seek answers to that very 
question, with 11 -year-old 
kids acting as the judges. 

''We're asking scientists to 
answer the question — 'What 
is a flame?' — in a way that an 
11 -year-old would find intelli¬ 
gible and maybe even fun,” 
said the contest website at 
flamechallenge. org. 

Of course, Alda is not only 
just looking for the answer to 
his long-ago question, he is 
also trying to promote better 
science communication in all 
realms of life. 

In an editorial in Science 
magazine last week, the now 
76-year-old Alda wrote about 
his memories of that interac¬ 
tion, and the realization he has 
come to as an adult that poor 
communication can have dan¬ 
gerous consequences. 

"That was a discouraging 
moment for me personally, but 
decades later I see the failure 
to communicate science with 
clarity as far more serious for 
society,” he wrote. 

"Scientists have recognized 
for some time that there is a 
harmful gap in understanding 
between their work and much 


of the rest of the world — one 
that can hold back scientific 
progress.” 

Alda is a founding member 
of the Center for Communi¬ 
cating Science based in the 
School of Journalism at Stony 
Brook University in New 
York, where he is also a visit¬ 
ing professor. 

The contest is being run by 
the center, and has already re¬ 
ceived 100 entries in its open¬ 
ing days since March 2, 
including some from Brazil, 
New Zealand, Australia, 
Britain, Saudi Arabia, India 
and Lebanon, a spokeswoman 
told AFP. 

Contest entries can come 
from anywhere in the world, 
and university staff is working 
with US teachers to form a 
judging panel of 10,000 US 
kids. 

Entries can be written, on 
video, or in graphic form. The 
deadline to enter is April 2, 
2012. 

The winner will get a T- 
shirt and free VIP passes to the 
World Science Festival in 
New York in June. 

"So here I am — I'm 11 
years old and looking up at 
you with the wide eyes of cu¬ 
riosity. What is a flame? 
What's going on in there? 
What will you tell me?” Alda 
wrote in Science. 

The university said it hopes 
to hold another such contest 
next year, and that it will ask 
the children who participate as 
judges to pick the next big 
question. 



Fully furnished studio apartments, walking distance to Eagle 
Beach, per day, week or month, excellent alternative for your next 
vacation in Aruba. 

Bubali #143, Noord, Aruba 


Phones: (297) 587-7482 / 587-6474 Fax: (297) 587-8448 


www.sasaki-apartments.com 
E-mail: sasakiapartments@hotmail.com 
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CALVIN and HOBBES 




ACROSS 

1. Dandies 
5. Gabor of “The 
Truth About 
Women” 

8. NBA’s rival, 
formerly 

11- Chinese nurse 

12. Wild pony 

14. Minor 
misunder¬ 
standing 

15. Word after rat 
or relay 

16. _ acid 

17. Henry IV, to 
Louis XIII 

18. Birthplace of 
Mindy’s pal 

19. Spars 

21. Overlooks 

23. B’way sellout 
sign 

24. Makes 
available 

26. Advertising 
copy 

29. Loses one’s 
balance 

30. Sandpaper 
has it 

31. Like le mot 
juste 

33. Move swiftly 

34. Corps 

36. Fee for 
changing 
money 

37. Mariner’s dir. 

38. Piece for 
Steve and 
Eydie 

39. Reinforce 

40. Pungent 
compounds 

42. Old cars, 
slangily 

43. Thole insert 

44. Gladden 

45. Baby, 
sentimentally 

50. Curie’s 

workroom 

53. Complicated 
entree 

54. Deodar and 
baobab 

55. Spanish jar 


56. Seats for 
babies 

57. Moraav, e.g. 

58. Former 
Cosmos star 

59. Naval off. 

60. Illegal 
insecticide: 
abbr. 

61. Faberg^’s 
sponsor 

DOWN 

1. “Buddy_” 

(Dennis 
Farina series) 

2. Sharif or Epps 

3. Perjurer’s 
output 

4. “_ Believes 

in Me” 
(Rogers) 

5. Columnist 
Bom beck and 
namesakes 

6. Empty space 

7. Caesar’s year 

8. Apogee 


9. Reveal 

lO. “Late Show” 
denizen 
Roscoe 

12. Thailand 
money 

13. Meadow weed. 

14. What trackers 
follow' 

19. Round Table 
titles 

20. Word on a 
champagne 
label 

22. Be trans¬ 
formed by 
pity 

24. Switch 
positions 

25. Choice on a 
test 

26. Homeboy’s 
Honorific 

27. Trifles 

2S. _ Islands 

(Moluccas) 

30. Acquired 

32. Shoe ends 


34. Castle towers 

35. Thing, in a 
courtroom 

36. Like_ in a 

trap 

38. Do a Reno job 

39. Donkey 
comment 

41. Hubbubs 

42. Oppressive 

44. Oust 

45. Trunk part 

46. _ Bator 

(Mongolian 
capital) 

47. Little bites 

48. Toward tbe 
mouth 

49. Hatfield- 
McCoy 
dispute 

51. Actress 
Nazimova 

52. Parley of “The 
Andv Griffith 
Show” 

55. Decide 





DRUG STORES OPEN AFTER HOURS 

MARCH 03-MARCH 10 


O’stad Botica di Serv. Eagle.’ - S.N : ‘ San Nicolaas N.V.’ 


Center for Hemodialysis 

Posada Clinic Aruba 
Tel.580-2840/Pager 127-2446 

INFORMATION 

Telephone 118 

Twelve Step Meetings 

24 hours helpline 583-8989 

Fellowship Clinic S.N. 

Free treatment of 
Alcoholism 
and Drug Addiction 
Anonymity guaranteed 
Tel. 584-5440 

SOS TELEAYUD0 SOS 

Telephone Helpline 
583-1190 

Mon.-Thu. 9 p.m.-12 midn. 
Fri.-Sun. 9 p.m.-2 a.m. 

CAS MARIE 

Alzheimer’s Day 
Care Center 
Tel: 5696910 



Important 

Telephone 

Numbers 


HOSPITAL 

Horacio Oduber Hospital 
Tel. 5274000 
EMERGENCY 
Telephone 911 
POLICE HDQS 
Telephone 100 

TAXI 

C.V. TAS 

587-1998, 587-5900 
In Oranjestad: 

Tel. 582-2116, 582-1604 

582-5447 

In San Nicolas 

Tel. 584-5160, 584-6602 

professional taxi services 

Tel. 588-0035 

Al Anon Meetings 

Mondays 6-7pm 
Sabana Liber 8 in Noord 
Tel: 5673356/5838989 


Sudoku 
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Complete the grid so that every 
row and every column contains 
the numbers 1 through 9 
A number is Never repeated 
in a row or column. 

In addition every rectangle must 
contain the numbers 1 through 9 
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My Genie Real Estate Aruba 

Time Share re-sales from Owners 



Marriott surf club and ocean club 

1 br, 2 br and 3 br all views all season 

2 br Occidental DLX Ocean View 

Optional all inclusive $22,000. 

Stu. Royal Club optional all inclusive $15.000 

3 br, 3 bath Ocean View 
Optional all inclusive $45,000 
All these wk 2-17 

Palma Real (Condo for Sale/For Rent 

(Long & Short terms - 2 and 3 bedrooms) 

2 br, 2 bath. Condo private community 

3 swimming pool plus 

a KIA car 11.000 km for $300,000 
3 br, 3 bath both $360,000 
House fully furnished and AC 
Dutch Village 

Stu wkl 3 room#119 (mandatory maintains) 

26 weeks left /9 can be accelerated $4500 

Occidental Grand 

1 bedroom Supreme Mandatory all inclusive booked 
wk 9 rm #2013 $13000 

2x Jr,Suite, always 9th Floor Ocean View $14500 each 
2x 2bedroom Supreme 3bath Ocean Front week 2 
tru 17(reserved week 9 and 10 2013) $28000 each 
1 bedroom Royal Club Ocean view 
(reserved hut every Morning, airport pick-up 
and return, free internet use)$23000 
All these units are Non-Mandatory all inclusive 


Paradise Beach Villas 

2 br wk 8 room #128 ocean front $20,000 

La Cabana Beach Club 

1 br DLX wk 9 Room#401 D Ocean Front $11000 

Casa Del Mar 

2br wk 9 rm #1208, pool/ocean view $19500 

Divi Links 

1 br wk 11 Room#2104 right on the infinity pool 

33 weeks left on the contract for $8500 

1 br wk 5 thru 9 room #4226 $9000 

1 br wk 10 room #2257 $ 16000 

Gulf and Ocean View, 36 wks left on contract 

Renaissance Suites 

1 br wk 8 room #2303 Pool/Ocean view $ 11000 
1 br wk 11 room # 2507 Pool/Ocean view $ 11000 
1 br wk 12 rm #2327 pool/ocean view S9000 

Divi Phoenix 

1 br wk 10 rm #1206 Ocean View $9000 
(26 weeks left on contract) 

1 br week 10 Room #802 Ocean View $9000 
(24 wks remain on contract 10 can be 
accelerated) 

2 br wk 9 rm#862-6th floor Ocean View 
36 wks left on contract $33000 

1 BR wk 12 room #1101 Ocean View (34 years 

E-mail: roxannahalley63@hotmail.com 
Doing business as 
My Genie Real Estate Aruba 
Free Listing. Tel: (297) -731 -2012 
"Your Wish is my Command" 

25 Years of experience! 


Oil prices rally on hopes of Greek 
debt swap deal 


NEW YORK (AFP) - World 
oil prices rose strongly on 
Thursday as the euro gained 
on hopes Greece's debt swap 
would be successful, with 
tensions over Iran also sup¬ 
porting the crude market, an¬ 
alysts said. 

New York's main contract, 
light sweet crude for delivery 
in April, added 42 cents to 
settle at $106.58 a barrel. 

Brent North Sea crude for 
April closed up $1.32 to 
$125.44 a barrel in London 
trade. 

As the crude markets were 
closing Greece had racked up 
enough commitments from 
private creditors to support 
the debt-swap deal, which in¬ 
volves a 107 billion euro 
($140 billion) writedown of 


YESTERDAY’S 
Crossword Answer 



the country's debt. 

More than 75 percent of 
private holders of Greek debt 
— the minimum threshold — 
had indicated they plan to 
participate in the debt swap, 
a government source said 
hours ahead of the 2000 
GMT deadline for the deal. 

"Crude oil prices extended 


World’s most expensive 
watch: 

$5 million! 



Swiss watchmaker Hublot 
CEO Jean-Claude Biver 
shows the new "5 Million 
Dollar Diamond Watch" 
during a news conference 
at Baselworld fair in 
Basel. The world's lead¬ 
ing watch and jewellery 
show Baselworld is to be 
held in Basel from March 
8 to March 15, 2012. 


gains, as the euro rebounded 
strongly above $1.32 amid 
hopes for a positive result" in 
the Greek debt deal, said Suc- 
den analyst Myrto Sokou. 

"The Asian and European 
equity markets posted fresh 
gains while most commodity 
prices... climbed higher." 

The weaker greenback 
makes dollar-priced crude 
cheaper for buyers using 
stronger currencies, thereby 
stimulating demand. 

Meanwhile ExxonMobil 
said it expected that its pro¬ 
duction would drop three per¬ 
cent in 2012, but that its 
longer-term goal of boosting 
production by one percent 
annually through 2016 would 
not be impacted. 

The oil giant said it would 
be spending $37 billion a 
year on investment through 
then as well. 

"An unprecedented level 
of investment will be needed 
to develop new energy tech¬ 
nologies to expand supply of 
traditional fuels and advance 
new energy sources," said 
chief executive Rex Tillerson. 

"We are developing a di¬ 
verse portfolio of high-qual¬ 
ity opportunities across all 
resource types and geogra¬ 
phies." 


First step in closer commercial 
relationship signed in MOU 
between ATIA and Brazilian 
FIESP organization 



ATIA’s President Ronald 
van Trigt 

According to Ronald van 
Trigt, ATIA president, the 
signing of an MOU with the 
Brazilian commercial organ¬ 
ization FIESP symbolizes a 
very powerful partnership be¬ 
tween Aruba and Brasil. Van 
Trigt considers their mission 
to Brasil as very successful. 

FIESP represents almost 
40% of the economy of 
Brasil, with a majority of the 
commercial organizations 
being members. Van Trigt be¬ 
lieves that the singing of the 
MOU indicates that Brasil is 
very willing to assist Aruba in 
finding ways to better our co¬ 
operation. 

According to the ATIA 
President, the MOU positions 
ATIA in the position to be 
able to offer their member¬ 
ship new opportunities. The 
Brazilian economy is already 


the fifth largest econ¬ 
omy in the world and a 
relationship with Brasil, 
with FIESP, gives 
Aruba an opportunity to 
diversify, to introduce 
new products, to create 
businesses in Aruba and 
to come up with ideas 
to expand our position, 
according to van Trigt. 

Van Trigt was espe¬ 
cially pleased with the 
presence of the Prime 
Minister. He believes 
that the PM’s presence 
at this mission con¬ 
firmed the seriousness 
of the Arubans in their 
quest to do business 
with Brasil and to cre¬ 
ate a working alliance with 
new economies. According to 
the ATIA President, several 
of those who went on this 
mission have already re¬ 
ceived business offers from 
Brasil, from FIESP. Plans are 
in the works to bring a dele¬ 
gation from Brasil to Aruba 
to see what Aruba can offer 
them. 

Brasil is also a very inter¬ 
esting place touristically. 
ATIA is also contemplating 
plans to explore this aspect of 
Brasil. FIESP promised to 
put Aruba into contact with 
the various airline compa¬ 
nies. 

“We are attempting to de¬ 
velop permanent contacts 
with Sao Paulo. We are talk¬ 
ing about many positive mat¬ 
ters that we expect to 
crystallize very soon,” says 
van Trigt. 



Daily 


Current as of: 

Currency 

Buying 

Buying 

Selling 

03/08/2012 

Code 

rate 

banknotes 

Cheques 

Rate 

U.S.A. 

USD 

1.77 

1.78 

1.80 

Dutch Antilles 

ANG 

98.00 

100.00 

100.20 

Canada 

CAD 

1.76 

1.78 

1.80 

Britiain 

GBP 

2.73 

2.78 

2.84 

Switzerland 

CHF 

193.74 

194.46 

195.26 

Netherlands 

EUR 

231.56 

233.67 

236.02 

Sweden 

SEK 

25.20 

25.92 

26.72 

Denmark 

DKK 

30.47 

31.19 

31.99 

Norway 

NOK 

30.41 

31.13 

31.93 

Japan 

(per 10,000) 

JPY 

218.56 

220.55 

222.77 


All rates for amounts up to AWG 100,00 per item. 








































































































12 


UN rights 
chief wants 
to see more 


women in 
leadership 



GENEVA (AFP) - UN 
human rights chief Navi Pil- 
lay on Thursday called for 
women to play a greater role 
in global leadership, warn¬ 
ing that failure to tap their 
immense potential comes "at 
our own peril'’. 

"I call on governments, 
community leaders and 
heads of families around the 
world to recognise, ac¬ 
knowledge and tap into the 
enormous potential of 
women to positively impact 
the world around them," said 
Pillay in a statement mark¬ 
ing International Women's 
Day. 

High Commissioner for 
Human Rights Pillay cited 
UN statistics showing that as 
of last year, women held 
only 19.3 per cent of seats in 
single or lower houses of 
parliament worldwide. 

She noted that only 12 of 
the Fortune 500 companies 
have women at the top. 

At the same time, she said 
women in rural areas pro¬ 
duce 60 to 80 per cent of the 
food in developing coun¬ 
tries, while rarely having 
rights to the land they culti¬ 
vate. 

Pillay quoted UN Food 
and Agriculture Organisa¬ 
tion figures showing that for 
every 100 land owners glob¬ 
ally, only 20 are women. 

"With too few women 
leaders in politics, and woe¬ 
fully insufficient numbers of 
women leaders in industry, 
women are not taking part in 
decisive discussions on how 
to respond to global crises," 
said Pillay. 

"Such exclusion is at our 
own peril — the refusal to 
embrace gender equality has 
led to many scourges, one 
tragic example being the fe¬ 
rocious spread of 
HIV/AIDS," she warned. 
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Women call for greater equality on their 
day of rights 


Despite their work, 
these women "face the 
worst of inequalities 
when it comes to ac¬ 
cess to social services 
and land ownership," 
Bachelet said. 

Four out of five land 
owners are men, ac¬ 
cording to the Food 
and Agriculture Organ- 
| isation, a UN body. 

"Ensuring that 
| women receive pay, 
along with the right to 
The head of the United Nations own property and ob- 
Women, Michelle Bachelet, speaks tain credit would allow 
during a press conference in Rabat for a reduction in the 
on March 8, 2012 during the Interna- number of children 
tional Women's Day. suffering from malnu- 

RABAT (AFP) - UN women tntion," Bachelet 

leaders on Thursday called for ... 

She also criticized the lim- 



greater equality between the 
sexes on the occasion of Inter¬ 
national Women's Day amid 
demonstrations and marches 
for female rights. 

Speaking in Rabat, Michele 
Bachelet, a former president of 
Chile who now heads UN 
Women, called for greater 
equality, especially in the 
countryside where inequality 
between men and women is 
"most marked". 

"It's in rural areas that 
women and girl face most dis¬ 
parities and barriers," she told 
reporters during a trip to Mo¬ 
rocco. 

"One person in four world¬ 
wide is a woman or girl living 
in the countryside, and work¬ 
ing long hours for low wages 
or no wages," according to 
Bachelet who was appointed 
last year to head the newly-cre¬ 
ated United Nations Entity for 
Gender Equality and the Em¬ 
powerment of Women. 


ited number of women in posi¬ 
tions of responsility in 
government and business, 
along with "violence in all its 
forms" against them. 

Navi Pillay, from South 
Africa, the UN's High Com¬ 
missioner for Human Rights, 
said for her part that the exclu¬ 
sion of women from politics 
and the economy remained the 
norm around the world. 

Official statistics show that 
women held just 19.3 percent 
of parliamentary seats around 
the world last year, she said. 

And on the economic front, 
just 12 of the world's top 500 
businesses are led by women, 
she added. 

The European Union com¬ 
missioner for home affairs, Ce¬ 
cilia Malmstrom from Sweden, 
criticized the low number of 
women in European govern¬ 
ments, while French euro-MP 
Sylvie Goulard complained 
that all European Central Bank 


directors were men. 

"Equality between men and 
women in the EU is just as im¬ 
portant as balanced budgets," 
she said against a background 
of roaring public deficits that 
have threatened the stability of 
the euro. 

In Europe, three women are 
heads of government — in Ger¬ 
many, Denmark, and Slovakia 
— while men hold two thirds of 
the seats in the European par¬ 
liament. 

In national parliaments, 
Sweden has most women — 
44.7 percent — while Hungary 
has just 8.8 percent. 

Several hundred women 
demonstrated in Sarajevo in 
favour of greater female repre¬ 
sentation in politics. 

Quotas say women should 
hold at least 40 percent of 
elected posts in Bosnia, but the 
figure is just 17 percent, ac¬ 
cording to the demonstrators. 

In Spain, trade unions and 
women's organisations ex¬ 
pressed concern that the current 
economic crisis, associated 
with forced savings in public 
spending, was having a nega¬ 
tive impact on equal pay for 
women. 

The federation of progres¬ 
sive women said equality 
should not be "an extra" when 
the country fell on hard times. 

In Tunis, several thousand 
women demonstrated outside 
parliament to warn against any 
attempt by the new Islamist- 
dominated government to cur¬ 
tail their rights. 

"I've come to tell our elected 
leaders that the rights of 
Tunisian women must be writ¬ 
ten into the Constitution," said 
Jelila Bellalouna, a religious 
teacher. 


"I'm doing that for my five- 
year-old niece so that she won't 
be forced later to wear a veil. I 
want her to be as free as I have 
been," she said. 

Parliament has started to dis¬ 
cuss the new Constitution amid 
calls by some Islamist parties 
for it to be based on religious 
Sharia law. 

Several thousand women 
also demonstrated across Gaza 
and the West Bank to call for 
the release of a female prisoner 
— Hanaa al-Shalabi — on 
hunger strike in an Israeli jail. 
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Gold Coast Aruba: 

Great savings for large families 
on holiday rentals 


Adorable and affordable; 
5 Burgers Aruba offers 
an island twist to the 
great American Burger 


Expatriates residing on 
Aruba, Aaron and Rosie 
Walisever are living their 
dream: a home on para¬ 
dise while welcoming all 
and sundry to their proud 
undertaking, 5 Burgers 
Aruba. Some may be 
quite well acquainted 
with a nationally known 
U.S franchise bearing the 
name “5”, and patrons 
can expect the same great 
quality between the buns, 
but an expanded menu 
and Rosie and Aaron’s fa¬ 
natical dedication to giv¬ 
ing their customers what 
they really want has re¬ 
sulted in a unique menu. 

“You never get a sec¬ 
ond chance to make a 


Gouda Burger 2 


first impression,” comments 
Aaron; and upon entering 5 
Burgers Aruba in The Village 
Mall in Palm Beach, one is 
struck by utterly spotless sur¬ 
roundings and a smiling, 
friendly, attentive service 
crew. Of course, the main 
item on the menu is burgers- 
the way they were meant to 
be, thick and juicy, made fresh 
daily and 100% pure beef, the 
kind that made the hamburger 
a traditional American treat. 

Prices vary only slightly 
between regular and small 
(basically 2 patties or 1) with 
specialty items such as Gouda 
Burger, Farmer’s Burger, Man 
Burger (almost 12 ounces of 
choice beef), and a Western 
Burger with crispy onion 
rings and BBQ sauce. All of 
these can be personalized 
with an incredible array of 
toppings, (mushrooms, 
jalapeno peppers, bacon, 
cheese, lettuce, tomato... 
whatever the list goes on) at 
absolutely no extra cost. 

5 Burger portions are 
ENORMOUS! Aaron sug¬ 
gests that even their small 
serving of fries, which are 
made from hand-cut fresh 
Idaho potatoes, is enough to 


Rosie and Aaron love their Burger 
too 

be shared by two. He was 
very amused to watch a fa¬ 
mous French chef demon¬ 
strating the best way to 
make fried potatoes on a 
gourmet cooking show and 
could only comment “He 
stole my recipe!” Try them 
the English way-with vine¬ 
gar, and you’ll wonder how 
you ever ate fries without it. 
This same 5-star chef also 
swears by Gouda as the best 
topping for the ideal gour¬ 
met cheeseburger. 

If you are a fan of crispy 
friend onion rings, as we are at 
THE MORNING NEWS, you 
cannot leave there without try¬ 
ing their secret recipe batter- 
dipped gourmet rings, made 
from fresh, not frozen onions. 
Unquestionably, the best we 
have had anywhere, and for 
those that like a little spice, the 
fried jalapenos are a real treat. 
Aaron and Rosie have ex¬ 
panded their menu to accom¬ 
modate certain tastes and 
dietary needs; they offer a tasty 
grilled chicken sandwich as 
well. 

5 Burgers Aruba is open 
for lunch & dinner - daily 
hours are Noon to 10-ish; de¬ 
livery is available to both the 
high-rise and low-rise hotel 
and beach district for orders 
over $50. Enjoy a great lunch 
without ever leaving the 
beach by calling 586-3904. 
However, we suggest you 
stop by and enjoy their au¬ 
thentic, heartfelt hospitality; it 
is not unusual for the owners 
when things are not too busy, 
to sit and chat while sharing 
their knowledge of the island. 
Totally yummy and fun plus a 
great deal for a quality burger, 
they are definitely worth a 
visit 


Aruba’s newest and most in¬ 
novative gated community 
has enjoyed steady sales since 
breaking ground, as many are 
finding the secure surround¬ 
ings and outstanding ameni¬ 
ties are just what they were 
looking for before conside¬ 
ring purchasing property on 
the island. Some owners are 
using the villas or town 
homes as vacation retreats 
rather than full time and are 
taking advantage of Gold 
Coast’s rental services to turn 
their investment into ready in¬ 
come. 

“The greater portion of 
home owners are using their 
“home away from home” in 
Aruba to escape the winter 
months, or spend holidays 
with the family on the is¬ 
land,” noted Gold Coast de¬ 
veloper Fito Croes. To assist 
in the demand for more com¬ 
plete facilities for groups 
and fami- lies, famed hote¬ 
lier Ed Ma-lone has been 
placed in charge of the rental 
program. 

Staying at Gold Coast is a 
very attractive proposition for 
those traveling with groups 
that would require multiple 
hotel rooms. Two and three 
bedroom Villas or Town 
Homes accommodate large 
numbers and offer extensive 
amenities along with a final 
cost resulting in considerable 
savings. The community is 
minutes to the best beaches 
and all the casino action, and 
offers a quiet and secluded 
getaway with two swimming 
pools and specialized services 
with more on the way, such as 
a fitness room, tennis courts 
and mini-mall. Ed can 
arrange maid service, babysit¬ 
ters, caterers, airline pick-up 


and drop-off; they even boast 
a shopping service to stock 
your shelves before arrival. 

Gold Coast accommoda¬ 
tions are elegant and spa¬ 
cious, offering privacy for 
parents or a few couples. 


Beautifully appointed 

kitchens and bathrooms grace 
each abode; barbecues and 
lounges are provided for 
friendly cookouts and truly 
savoring the island life. All 
homes come with cable TV, 


high-speed fiber-optic Inter¬ 
net connection, individual 
washer/dryer, and are fully 
air-conditioned. Cribs, high 
chairs and hair dryers are 
available for a modest fee. 
Concierge services to arrange 


rental cars, spa appointments, 
activities and restaurant reser¬ 
vations are all part of the 
package. 

Check-in for your holiday 
escape is conducted in the 
comfort of your vacation 
home, not while waiting on 
line at check-in desk. In every 
way, Gold Coast seeks to 
pamper their guests while 
providing them with the feel¬ 
ing of being in a cozy com¬ 
munity, not the normally 
bustling resort, particularly 
experienced during the major 
holidays. If you wish an opti¬ 
mal vacation experience with 
great savings, visit their web¬ 
site: www.goldcoastaruba. 
com to get acquainted with 
the community and the lay¬ 
out, details and availability of 
accommodations, or call 586- 
2200 to talk personally to a 
Gold Coast representative. 
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SPORTS 


Football: Spanish press hails 
Messi's five-goal triumph 


Barcelona : FC Barcelona's Argentinian forward Lionel Messi 
(C), Barcelona's midfielder Andres Iniesta (L) and 
Barcelona's forward Pedro Rodriguez (R) celebrate after 
scoring a goal 


MADRID (AFP) - Spain's 
press almost ran out of su¬ 
perlatives on Thursday to 
praise Barcelona superstar Li¬ 
onel Messi after he scored a 
record five goals against Bayer 
Leverkusen, setting a Champi¬ 
ons League record. 

"Ave Messi" and "Hurri¬ 
cane Messi" the headlines 
glowed, after the Argentinian 
set a new benchmark for the 
competition during 

Barcelona's 7-1 demolition of 
the German team. 

"The hand of God" head¬ 
lined in unison three major 
sports papers Marca, Mundo 
Deportivo and Sport, borrow¬ 
ing the headline to describe 
Messi compatriot Maradona's 
controversial 1986 World Cup 
quarterfinals goal, scored with 
a handball. 

"Starting out an article by 


saying that Messi is hard to ex¬ 
plain seems unacceptable, but 
that is the closest to the truth," 
Marca apologised in its match 
report, which listed past 
records set by the 24-year-old. 

Messi's record five goals in 
a match came after he matched 
the most number of goals in 
the Champions League last 
season, with 12. 

"And yesterday he had a 
headache," noted the Catalan 
daily Mundo Deportivo. 

"The doctor gave him a 
painkiller, perhaps it was a 
Bayer aspirin, and off he ran," 
it joked, recalling that Messi 
had complained of a headache 
before the clash. 

Under the headline "Hurri¬ 
cane Messi" the leading daily 
El Pais said: "No-one demands 
more of himself than Messi, 


who transforms every match 
into a show, and takes criti¬ 
cism for the days he does not 
shine." 

Marca noted that Messi was 
close to breaking yet another 
record, the 235 goals scored by 
club great Cesar Rodriguez : 
"Seven. Just seven goals sepa¬ 
rate 'The Flea' from the biggest 
scorer in Barca's history, Cesar 
Rodriguez. 

"Messi is a machine who 
crushes everything in his 
path." 

Meanwhile, Messi's team¬ 
mates were also full of praise 
for the player, with Spain mid¬ 
fielder Xavi Hernandez saying 
the Argentinian had "no equal" 
in the game. 

"Leo is peerless. You (jour¬ 
nalists) naturally try to com¬ 
pare him to the greatest names 
but Messi is unique. He has no 
equal," Hernandez told a news 
conference in Barcelona, after 
being asked to compare him to 
Real Madrid's Cristiano 
Ronaldo. 

"No one makes a difference 
like him and no one gets in¬ 
volved as much as him. Even 
when he doesn't score, he 
makes decisive passes. He's a 
little marvel," he added. 

Messi has scored 48 goals 
in all competitions this season, 
with Ronaldo on 38. In La 
Liga, however, the Portuguese 
is slightly ahead with 30 
against Messi's 28. 


Football: Rangers hit with SFA disrepute charge 


LONDON (AFP) - Rangers 
were plunged into fresh tur¬ 
moil on Thursday after the fi¬ 
nancially stricken Glasgow 
giants were charged with 
bringing the game into disre¬ 
pute by the Scottish Football 
Association. 

The SFA said in a statement 
an independent inquiry had 
ruled Rangers owner Craig 
Whyte was not a fit and proper 


person to hold a position 
within football, paving the 
way for the disrepute charge. 

The findings of the inquiry, 
led by senior Scottish judge 
William Nimmo Smith, were 
heard at a special SFA board 
meeting in Glasgow and will 
now be referred to a judicial 
panel. 

SFA chief executive Stew¬ 
art Regan said: "Principally, it 


is the belief of the Board, tak¬ 
ing into account the prima 
facie evidence presented today 
(Thursday), that Mr Craig 
Whyte is not considered to be 
a Fit and Proper person to hold 
a position within Association 
Football. 




IF YOU GO! 


TheWestin 


RESORT & CASINO 
ARUBA 


SHOWTIME: 9pm NIGHTLY 
STARRING: Adam Steinfeld 
WHAT: Comedy Magic, Grand Illusion show. 
LOCATION: Westin Resort & Casino Aruba 
THEATER OPENS: 8:30PM 
BOX OFFICE OPENS: 8:00PM 
COST: $20 (under 15), $40 adult / LOCALS: Afl. 40 
TICKETS: at the theater door 


GROUP SALES: (297)561-1090 

WestinAruba.com/magic 
MagicLive.com MagicOnTheBeach.com 


Baseball: Just be Yu advice to Darvish after 
exchange 



TAste of Htiria 

'Authentic Indian Restaurant 
on the Island 


Open Mon - Sat 
Lunch : 12:00 - 3:00pm 
Dinner: 6:00 - 10:00 pm 


Havenstraat 36, 
Behind Royal Plaza Mall, 
Oranjestad, Tel : 5884494 


LOS ANGELES (AFP) - 
Japanese right-handed 
pitcher Yu Darvish received 
some advice from Texas 
Rangers manager Ron Wash¬ 
ington after exchanging 
words with a rival batter after 
his Major League Baseball 
debut — just be Yu. 

Darvish pitched two 
scoreless innings and struck 
out three for the Rangers in 
his first exhibition start for 
the reigning American 
League champions as they 
faced the San Diego Padres 
in Peoria, Arizona. 

Darvish surrendered two 
hits, the biggest of them a 


double by Will Venable off 
the centerfield wall. 

"I didn't really feel like he 
got me," Darvish said. 

Venable was shocked 
when told of that response, 
possibly coming from a mix- 
up in translation. 

"He was lucky that it did¬ 
n't go out," Venable said. 
"Maybe his perception of re¬ 
ality isn't right on." 

Washington was fine with 
Darvish saying the blast was 
no big deal. 

"I would like for Yu to be 
Yu," Washington said. "If 
that's Yu and that's what he 
feels, say it. I'm not going to 


take that away from him. As 
far as Venable goes, he said 
what he felt like he had to 
say. And now we move on." 

As far as Darvish and his 
first taste of being hit by 
major league batters, Wash¬ 
ington said, "He showed 
some confidence in himself 
and that's a good thing." 

Darvish, a former star with 
Japan's Nippon Ham Fight¬ 
ers, took the experience in 
stride. 

"Major league hitters have 
more power but Japanese hit¬ 
ters are very good at making 
contact," he said. "I don't like 
either." 
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NBA: Spurs hand slumping 
Knicks another defeat.... 



Matt Barnes #9 of the Los Angeles Lakers puts up a shot 
in front of Nick Young #1 of the Washington Wizards during 
the first half at the Verizon Center on Wednesday in Wash- 



hts superb classic Italian dishes inspired hy regional traditions, 
paired udtfi dedicated service and the finest wines, creating the 
perfect Italian dining experience in the rustically elegant 
Hostaria da* Vittorio . 

Open far lunch and dinner, seven days a week, 

LG. Smith Boulevard 380, in front of the Hyatt Regency Hotel, 

For reservations please call: 586-3838 or 586-3686 * Fax 586-6338 
E-mail? hostanavittoria@setarnet.aw • www. hostanavittono.com 

NFL: Much-sought Manning 
likely to make quick pick 


ington, DC. 

SAN ANTONIO (AFP) - Tony 
Parker scored 32 points to lead 
the San Antonio Spurs to a 
118-105 NBA victory over 
New York on Wednesday, 
dealing the Knicks their third 
straight defeat. 

Tim Duncan added 17 
points for the Spurs, who also 
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got 17 from Manu Ginobili in 
the Argentine's second game 
back after a fortnight out with 
an abdominal strain. 

Carmelo Anthony scored 27 
points for the Knicks, who 
were without injured center 
Tyson Chandler as well as 
backup center Jared Jeffries. 

Coach Mike D'Antoni opted 
to shuffle the players he had, 
starting Iman Shumpert in 
place of Landry Fields, but the 
new-look Knicks lineup 
showed little of the flair that 
saw them surge before the All- 
Star break with the emergence 
of point guard Jeremy Lin. 

But the Knicks have since 
gone 3-6 and Anthony com¬ 
plained after a defeat at Dallas 
on Tuesday that he wasn't get¬ 
ting enough chances to score. 

He had his opportunities on 
Wednesday, but the Knicks 
were hurt by the absence of 
Chandler on the defensive end. 

Lin scored 14 of his 20 
points in the second half. 
Amare Stoudemire had 18 
points and 11 rebounds and 
D'Antoni said the Knicks need 
to set aside their frustrations 
and find a way to win. 

"I understand the frustra¬ 
tion," D'Antoni said. "We've 
just got to work through it. It's 
a combination of everything. 

France's Parker gave the 
Knicks little time to figure out 
anything. 

He scored 23 points in the 
first half as the hot-shooting 
Spurs built a 58-41 halftime lead. 


San Antonio led by as many 
as 24 before the Knicks put to¬ 
gether a 14-2 run, a rally that 
proved too little too late. 

Meanwhile in Washington 
The Los Angeles Lakers 
squandered a 21-point third 
quarter lead also Wednesday 
en route to a 106-101 NBA 
loss to the lowly Washington 
Wizards. 

Since beating championship 
contenders Miami on Sunday, 
the Lakers have fallen to two 
teams who are not in the play¬ 
off picture in the Pistons and 
the Wizards. 

As in the defeat by Detroit, 
Lakers star Kobe Bryant strug¬ 
gled, shooting 9-of-31 from 
the field. That included just 3- 
of-18 shooting in the second 
half, when Washington out- 
scored Los Angeles by 20 
points. 

The Lakers fell to 6-14 on 
the road this season and wrap 
up their current three-game 
road trip at Minnesota today. 

And in Miami LeBron 
James and the Miami Heat 
turned up the temperature in 
the third quarter on Wednes¬ 
day, rallying from a 10-point 
deficit and going on to beat At¬ 
lanta 89-86 and take their 
NBA record to 30-9. 

James led the way with 31 
points and 11 rebounds. 
Dwyane Wade, who missed 
the second half of Tuesday's 
victory over New Jersey with 
a sore right ankle, made just 
one of seven attempts from the 
field in the first half, but fin¬ 
ished with 18 points, nine re¬ 
bounds and six assists for the 
Heat. 

Josh Smith did what he 
could, leading the Hawks with 
23 points. Even the Heat's 
surge late in the third only tied 
the game heading into the final 
period at 68-68. 

Smith capped a 9-0 Hawks 
spurt with a three-pointer to 
give Atlanta an 80-77 lead with 
3:29 to play. 

But Miami responded with 
baskets by Chris Bosh, Wade 
and Udonis Haslem to edge 
ahead 83-80. 

The Heat led 85-81 when 
they gave up a three-point 
play, fouling Hawks guard Jan- 
nero Pargo as he drove for a 
layup. 

Haslem stretched the advan¬ 
tage again, scoring off a pass 
from Wade for an 87-84 lead 
with 12 seconds remaining. 

After a layup by Atlanta's 
Vladimir Radmanovic, Wade 
was fouled with 2.7 seconds 
remaining. He made both and 
Pargo was unable to convert a 
three-pointer at the buzzer to 
tie the game. 


INDIANAPOLIS (AFP) - 
NFL star quarterback Peyton 
Manning is likely to make a 
quick decision about where to 
continue his career after being 
released by the Indianapolis 
Colts. 

The four-time NFL Most 
Valuable Player has reportedly 
drawn enough interest from 
seven clubs that they contacted 
his agent after he was dropped 
by the Colts on Wednesday 
after 14 years, largely over 
money issues. 

Manning, who turns 36 later 
this month, missed all of last 
season following surgeries to 
repair a neck injury but doctors 
have declared him fit to play. 

The Colts, however, went 2- 
14 last season without him to 
claim the top pick in April's 
NFL Draft, giving them the 
chance to select college star 
quarterback Andrew Luck and 
make him Manning's replace¬ 
ment sooner rather than later. 


Manning's release means he 
can sign with any time at any 
time, but with the NFL free 
agency signing window for 
most players starting next 
Tuesday, signing Manning 
ahead of that time frame fig¬ 
ures to be best for Manning 
and suitors. 

Among those coveting 
Manning are the Miami Dol¬ 
phins, whose owner Steve 
Ross and new coach Joe 
Philbin already have a solid 
rusher in Reggie Bush and top 
receiver in Brandon Marshall. 

NBA stars Dwyane Wade 
and LeBron James of the 
Miami Heat are already mak¬ 
ing a push for Peyton to join 
them in South Beach. 

Manning has the leverage to 
dictate terms and see what 
teams will meet his desires, al¬ 
though some performance 
bonuses could be employed in 
light of the injury that side¬ 
lined him all of last season. 
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Footballs Brazil 
accepts FIFA 
'kick up backside' 
apology 



Nepalese Prime Minister Baburam Bhattarai (R) and FIFA 
President Sepp Blatter (L) arrive for the opening ceremony 
of the AFC Challenge Cup 2012 football match, between 
Nepal and Palestine, in Kathmandu on March 8, 2012. Pales¬ 
tine won the match 2-0. AFP PHOTO 


BRASILIA (AFP) - Brazil 
accepted FIFA's apologies 
over the World Cup 2014 
'kick up the backside' contro¬ 
versy on Thursday, paving 
the way for President Dilma 
Rousseff to meet world foot¬ 
ball chief Sepp Blatter. 

"The federal government 
accepts FIFA's apology and 
expects that this will not hap¬ 
pen again," said a sports min¬ 
istry statement. 

FIFA general secretary 
Jerome Valcke had caused a 
major rift last week when he 
said the organisers of the 
2014 showpiece needed a 
"kick up the backside" to sal¬ 
vage various projects that had 
fallen behind schedule. 

Sports minister Aldo Re- 
belo said he had sent two let¬ 
ters on Thursday to FIFA — 
one to FIFA president Blatter 
and the other to Valcke. 

In them, it was stated that 
President Rousseff would 
meet Blatter, although a date 
has yet to be confirmed. 

Blatter had personally said 
sorry to the Brazilian govern¬ 
ment for the affair on Tues¬ 
day, one day after Valcke had 
been similarly contrite. 

FIFA have for months ex¬ 
pressed concern in varying 
degrees over the extent to 
which preparations — renova¬ 
tion or construction of stadi¬ 
ums, as well as infrastructure 
projects — are on track for the 
first World Cup in Brazil 
since 1950. 

Valcke said he profoundly 
regretted that an incorrect in¬ 


terpretation of his comments 
had triggered such an angry 
response from the host coun¬ 
try. 

"I would like to present 
my apologies to everyone 
who was offended by my 
comments," said Valcke, a 
French national. 

He explained that in 
French, the phrase "se donner 
un coup de pied aux fesses" 
(to give someone a kick up 
the backside) only meant "to 
pick up the pace". The trans¬ 
lation into Portuguese used a 
stronger expression, he 
added. 

"I don't understand why 
things are not moving. The 
stadiums are not on schedule 
anymore and why are a lot of 
things late?" Valcke had said 
last Friday. 

Meanwhile Legendary 
Brazilian striker Ronaldo ad¬ 
mitted Wednesday that FIFA 
chief Jerome Valcke was 
right to highlight the prob¬ 
lems plaguing organisers of 
the 2014 World Cup in the 
country. 

"Valcke has already apol¬ 
ogised to the Brazilian peo¬ 
ple. The way he made his 
criticisms was regrettable, 
but that is not to say that he 
wasn't right," Ronaldo told 
Bandeirantes TV in Sao 
Paulo. 

"Brazil is late in infra¬ 
structure work, there are a lot 
of things which are behind 
schedule," added Ronaldo, 
who is a high-profile member 
of the organising committee. 
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Tennis: Brazil's Kuerten named 
to Hall of Fame 



file-photoGustavo Kuerten (3-Time French Open Champion) 


NEWPORT (AFP) - Brazil's 
Gustavo Kuerten, a three-time 
Grand Slam title champion 
and former World No. 1, has 
been elected to the Interna¬ 
tional Tennis Hall of Fame, of¬ 
ficials announced on 
Thursday. 

Kuerten and others will be 
inducted into the sports shrine 
on July 14 during the ATP Hall 
of Fame Championships after 
receiving at least 75 percent 
support in a vote from an inter¬ 
national media panel. 

Kuerten, nicknamed 

"Guga", becomes the second 
Brazilian in the Hall of Fame 
after Maria Bueno, who was 
inducted in 1978. 

Spending 43 weeks atop the 
world rankings, Kuerten 
reached his heights on the red 
clay at Roland Garros, win¬ 


ning the French Open in 1997, 
2000 and 2001. 

"During my career in tennis 
I was fortunate to have many 
victories, but the Hall of Fame 
induction is a special one," 
Kuerten said. 

Kuerten praised the influen¬ 
tial players upon his career, in¬ 


cluding legends Bjorn Borg, 
Pete Sampras, John McEnroe 
and Andre Agassi. 

"I was inspired by lots of 
great tennis players, like Maria 
Bueno and Thomas Koch, two 
of the biggest Brazilian tennis 
players, and I have also always 
greatly admired Hall of 
Famers including Borg, 
McEnroe, Sampras, and 
Agassi. 

"To be honored in the same 
category as those great players 
is amazing." 

Kuerten, 35, will be joined 
in induction by former Spanish 
star Manuel Orantes, adminis¬ 
trator and promoter Mike 
Davies and the late Randy 
Snow from wheelchair tennis. 

Kuerten's 1997 triumph in 
Paris was the first Grand Slam 
title by a Brazilian since 
Bueno won the 1966 US 
Open. 
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